
Town of Maggie Valley  
Special Called Board of Aldermen Meeting 

September 8, 2010 
MINUTES 

 
Members Present: Mayor Roger McElroy, Aldermen: Saralyn Price, Colin Edwards,  
   Scott Pauley and Phil Aldridge 
Staff Present:  Manager Tim Barth, Planning Director Nathan Clark, Public  
   Works Director Mike Mehaffey, and Town Clerk Vickie Best 
Others Present: Two people and Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Davis 
 
Meeting Called to Order 
Mayor McElroy opened the meeting at 2:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Boardroom explaining 
that Mr. Davis has a beautification plan that he would like to discuss with Council to help 
increase tourism.  
 
Mr. Clayton Davis introduced himself and provided some history about his experience in 
horticulture since 1957. In April, he and his wife visited a town in South Carolina known 
for their Azaleas. Every home had 20 to 30 Azaleas in bloom. Mr. Davis felt that Maggie 
Valley could become the prettiest little town in North Carolina within three years and the 
prettiest little town in the U.S. within five years.  The plan is to plant flowers, shrubs, 
annuals, and trees that will have something flowering or foliage year-round. The theme 
will be Roses, Rocks, and Rhododendron. The Knock-Out Rose blooms continuously 
from spring to fall and is easy to maintain.  Rhododendrons are native to the area and can 
be placed in sun or shade. The only requirement is that they live in acid soil.  Native gray 
granite rock is attractive and requires no maintenance. One would not want to use rocks 
that have iron in them because of the discoloration.  Maggie Valley already has a couple 
of waterfalls and a number of people have rocks in their landscape.  
 
Mr. Davis suggested having a large display in front of Town Hall.  The Town could 
purchase large volumes of plants at a discount rate and then sell them to business owners 
and residents at cost.   
 
Many people travel to Washington DC to see the cherry blossoms and to the Biltmore 
House to see the tulips; why not to Maggie Valley to see the five miles of a town in 
bloom.  
 
Mr. Davis went over several perennial flowers that could be added for additional boost in 
color i.e. Black Eyed Susan, Cone Flowers, Day Lilies, and Hostas for shady areas. 
“People will come to see the flowering valley”. 
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Alderman Aldridge stated that he would like to see the traffic islands built down to 
Maggie Mountaineer Crafts.  
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Mr. Davis suggested partnering with NCDOT, the Rural Center and possibly the 
Haywood County TDA to get funding to help with the project.  He had talked with 
Richard Queen about the proposed project and felt NCDOT would help.  Mr. Clayton sits 
on the Board of Home Trust Bank and was able to secure a $3,000 donation to purchase 
rocks for the project. 
 
Ms. Brenda O’Keefe, owner of Joey’s Pancake House, spoke from the floor stating that 
the Town could get grant funding and that business owners would participate in the plan 
and give donations.  
 
Property owners will participate as the enthusiasm grows and traffic counts increase.  
 
Mayor McElroy stated that areas along Soco Road need to be secured for the plantings 
and both Parham and McCracken Parks should be included. Presentations need to be 
provided to introduce citizens/business owners to the plan. This fall rocks need to be 
obtained and the daffodils and tulips need to be planted. In March the Town needs to get 
NCDOT and the County agency involved and get the project well underway so that in the 
spring people will begin to see the plan coming to fruition. 
 

ALDERMAN ALDRIDGE MADE A MOTION TO CONTRIBUTE $3,000 TO 
MATCH THE HOME TRUST DONATION TO GET BULBS AND TO GET THE 

PROJECT STARTED.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 
As the project begins, people will be notified through the sunshine list, news papers, and 
signage.  
 
ON MOTION OF ALDERMAN PRICE, WITH ALL IN FAVOR THE MEETING 

ADJOURNED AT 3:28 P.M. 
 

      ______________________________ 
        Mayor Roger McElroy 
 
__________________________________ 
 Vickie Best, CMC, Town Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 


